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A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E
M A N A G E R

It seems like just yesterday I was listening to talk
of soil samples and the proper footwear to wear
on a construction site. This morning I walked
into the kitchen and watched a video of a
Veteran making amazing progress in his
treatment as his aunt joyfully shared this
moment with the other families here who have
become her instant family. Over the past three
years, I've been able to share touching moments
like this with over 375 families. I'm inspired daily
by the grace and hope that fills the house while
families experience a milestone in their life—
whether it's the joy of taking a newborn baby
home, the relief of a successful surgery, or the
pain of saying goodbye to a beloved father—our
families find care, comfort, and love inside the
Albuquerque Fisher House.

My dedicated team—Vicki Ogilvie and Lemuel
vonHentschel—is able to welcome all these
families thanks to the NMVA and UNM providers
who work tirelessly to ensure patients get the
best care while keeping a watchful eye on the
visitors chair. Generous donors, supporters, and
volunteers provide the finishing touches that
make it possible for families to find a peaceful
oasis at the Fisher House. 

Together we carry out an important mission
because "a family's love is good medicine." 

CHRISTINA RAMÍREZ
ALBUQUERQUE FISHER HOUSE MANAGER

A L B U Q U E R Q U E  F I S H E R  H O U S E 2 0 2 2  A n n u a l  R e v i e w

Christina



A L B U Q U E R Q U E  F I S H E R  H O U S E     5 0 5 - 2 6 5 - 1 7 1 1 ,  3 1 8 0     A B Q F I S H E R H O U S E @ V A . G O V



A L B U Q U E R Q U E  F I S H E R  H O U S E 2 0 2 2  A n n u a l  R e v i e w

P R O G R A M
O V E R V I E W

Since 1991, Fisher House Foundation has built and donated 92 Fisher Houses
across the globe, saving eligible military and Veteran families more than $547
million by providing free, safe accommodations. A Fisher House provides a
“home away from home” to eligible Active Duty or Veteran families supporting a
hospitalized inpatient. Veteran families must be receiving treatment from the
NMVA and be referred to the Fisher House by the VA medical care team. Active
duty families must call the Fisher House directly to verify their eligibility. All
reservations are dependent on eligibility and room availability. 

The Albuquerque Fisher
House is the 85th
comfort home built and
donated by Fisher House
Foundation to a VA or
military installation.

Alice Hoeltke, SW, Oncology 
 Katrina Duran, RN, Surgical
Nurse Navigator-Patient Educator
Jessica Tingley, SW, Inpatient
Unit

Top referring NMVA providers:  
1.
2.

3.

Jessica Tingley, SW, Inpatient
Unit 
 Irene Wainwright, SW, Hospice
Care
 Christina McBride, SW,
Emergency Department & Alice
Hoeltke, SW, Oncology (tie)

Top referring NMVA providers:  
1.

2.

3.

 Surgical Service (3A)
 Medical ICU (5C)
 Medical Step Down (5D)

Top NMVA referring departments: 
1.
2.
3.

 Surgical Service (3A)
 Medical Step Down (5D)
 Medicine Service (5A)

Top NMVA referring departments: 
1.
2.
3.
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31
Active Duty

Families

Average Stay 

5 DAYS
Longest Stay

57 DAYS

5
Children Hosted 

(newborn - 
17yo)

378
Families hosted 

$268,000
Lodging Costs

Saved

124 DAYS
Longest

Stay 

42
Active Duty

Families

18
Children
Hosted

185
Families hosted 

$109,248
Lodging Costs

Saved
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GENEROUS DONORS AND
VOLUNTEERS

$86,150

Value of
Donations

31

Volunteers

143

Donated
Hours
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T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T

58AMXS (KAFB)



The Friends of New Mexico Fisher House (FONMFH) is a local non-profit organization
comprised of community members who work in partnership with Fisher House
Foundation to ensure Fisher houses are supported at a local level. Because it is a
registered 501(c)3 with the State of New Mexico, FONMFH is able to reach out to the
New Mexico community and assist the Albuquerque Fisher House and New Mexico VA
in ensuring that the unique needs of a Fisher House can be maintained. By working in
partnership with Fisher House Foundation, the Albuquerque Fisher House, and the New
Mexico VA, the group actively ensures the decades-long tradition of supporting Active
Duty and Veteran families is maintained. 

FRIENDS OF NEW MEXICO
FISHER HOUSE
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Since 2019, Active Duty and Veteran families have traveled to the Albuquerque Fisher
House from across the country to be near their hospitalized loved one. In three years, we
have hosted families from 161 cities in 27 states!

OUR REACH
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